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1
LOW CURRENT CONSUMPTION
ELECTRICAL CONTROL SWITCH

FIELD OF INVENTION

The invention relates generally to the field of electric con-
trol switches. In particular, the invention relates to a low
current consumption electrical control switch and method
related thereto.

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

Home automation has been growing for many years. Home
automation includes lighting control, heating, ventilation and
air-conditioning (HVAC) control, remote controlled sprinkler
for irrigation, intelligent alarm system etc. Wireless home
automation has gained its popularity in recent years in part
due to its relative easy installation in comparison to a hard-
wired one. These wireless devices require wiring for power, if
they are not operated by battery. Compared to hardwired
home automation system, many wireless home automation
systems aim for Do-It-Yourself market because they typically
can be installed easily. There are specific wireless protocols
developed for home automation, such as Z-wave™, Zig-
Bee™ Insteon™ etc. One popular application for wireless
home automation system is lighting control. Among all light-
ing control devices, wall switch controlled lightings are per-
haps the most popular because these switches are installed in
millions of buildings and most lighting in residential houses
are operated by wall switches. Therefore the demand for wall
switch operated lighting control in home automation field is
very high.

In order to convert a traditional wall switch to one that can
be controlled wirelessly, a wall switch module is required. A
wall switch module replaces an existing wall switch. Such
wall switch module includes a wireless receiver to receive
signal from a controller such as a remote control, and typi-
cally also has relay or triac output to control brightness or
lighting on/off. Wall switch module requires alternating cur-
rent (AC) power to operate. Typical operating current for a
wall switch module is around 10 mA-20 mA. One AC power
supply would come from the live and neutral connections of
household power supply. However, most wall switch boxes
do not have a neutral connection. Generally only 2 wires are
fed into a wall switch box: a live feed from the AC power
supply to the switch, and a wire extending from the switch to
a load. In most cases, the other side of the load is connected
directly to the neutral of the AC power supply without return-
ing to the switch box. In other words, a typical switch box is
provided with only a live feed but no neutral to connect to a
wall switch module to complete the circuit. To run a neutral
wire back to such a switch box tends to be costly if such
neutral wire was not installed in the first place. This is due to
the limited access to existing wirings. Therefore, there is a
need for a wall switch module that can operate with the
existing wirings in the switch box, even without a neutral
connection.

It is known to provide lighting control products for wall
switch control without a neutral connection. Such a wall
switch module itself is treated as a load, connected in series
with the load to be switched, which would be turned on
partially in order to conduct current but the current conducted
therethrough is kept at minimum so the load is still practically
kept in an “off” state. The wall switch module must operate
with this minimal current. In order to turn on a conventional
incandescent load, such as a tungsten bulb, a required current
must flow through the load. For example, the required current
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is around 40 mA for a 10 W bulb. For a conventional incan-
descent bulb and with a current less than 40 mA, the bulb
would remain in the off state. The wall switch module could
draw a current as much as 30 mA to maintain its operation
without switching on the tungsten bulb. However, compact
fluorescent light (CFL) tends to be much more sensitive to the
conducted current. With only 200 pA flowing through, a
compact fluorescent light could flash randomly instead of
remain in the off state. Thus, only 200 pA, far below the
threshold for switching on a tungsten bulb, could have unde-
sirable impact to the normal operation of CFL. This makes it
difficult or not possible to have the wall switch module to
draw current the same way if the load is a compact fluorescent
load. Recently, compact fluorescent lamp is becoming more
popular due to its low energy consumption compared to tra-
ditional tungsten bulb. Some countries have already indicated
gradual phase out of tungsten bulbs. Thus, there is a need to
have a wall switch module for replacing a conventional
switch but without having undesirable impact on the normal
operation of CFL and fluorescent light.

There is a need for an improved design of wall switch
which can work on various different types of loads, such as
incandescent load, fluorescent load, CFL, even motor loading
etc, without the need to have a neutral connection.

The forgoing creates challenges and constraints for a wall
switch for replacing a conventional wall switch. There is
therefore a need for an improved wall switch as compared to
the existing art. It is an object of the present invention to
mitigate or obviate at least one of the above mentioned dis-
advantages.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The present invention relates to a low current consumption
electrical control switch and method related thereto. In gen-
eral terms, there is provided a very low power switching
circuit that is adapted to be used to switch loads such as
building lighting circuits and HVAC circuits.

In one aspect of the invention, there is provided a control
switch device for connection between an AC power supply
and a load to be controlled by the control switch module. The
control switch device includes a switch control component, a
microprocessor, a wireless signal receiver for receiving con-
trol signal and a direct current (DC) power supply. The DC
power supply draws an AC current from the AC power supply
to convert the AC current to a DC output to power the wireless
signal receiver, the microprocessor and the switch control
component. The switch control component has a control input
for receiving control instructions to alter switching state of
the switch control component to control current supply from
the AC power supply to the load. The microprocessor is
operatively connected to the control input of the switch con-
trol component for providing the control instructions The
control signal comprises a preamble and a message portion.
The wireless signal receiver is configured to alternate
between at least two current consumption modes and to
remain in a higher current consumption mode of the at least
two current consumption modes upon detection of the pre-
amble.

As a feature of this aspect of the invention, the micropro-
cessor is configured to operate in at least two current con-
sumption modes and is configured to be placed in a higher
current consumption mode upon the wireless signal receiver
detecting said preamble. As another feature, the microproces-
sor is configured to place the wireless signal receiver in a
lower current consumption mode and periodically switch the
wireless signal receiver to a higher current consumption
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mode for a duration sufficiently long to detect presence of the
preamble. As yet another feature, the DC power supply is a
switching mode power supply. As another feature, the control
component comprises a triac switch component and the con-
trol instruction is a state altering voltage.

In another aspect of the invention, there is provided a
control switch device for connection between an AC power
supply and a load to be controlled by the control switch
device. The control switch device includes a switch control
component, a user interface for receiving user activation
instructions and output elements for indicating operation sta-
tus of the control switch device, a microprocessor and a DC
power supply. The switch control component having a control
input for receiving control instructions to alter switching state
of the switch control component to control current supply
from the AC power supply to the load.

The microprocessor is operatively connected to the control
input of the switch control component for providing said
control instructions, and is connected to and responsive to
instructions received from the user interface. The micropro-
cessor is configured to operate in at least two current con-
sumption modes. Upon receiving any control instructions
from the user interface, the microprocessor operates in a
higher current consumption mode to process the user control
instructions. The DC power supply drawing an AC current
from the AC power supply to convert the AC current to a DC
output to power the switch control component, the micropro-
cessor, and the user interface.

In another aspect of the invention, there is provided a
control switch device for connection between an AC power
supply and a load to be controlled by the control switch
device. The control switch device includes a switch control
component with a control input for receiving control instruc-
tions to alter switching state of the switch control component,
a control signal detection circuitry for receiving user activa-
tion instructions, a microprocessor, and a switching mode
power supply that draws an AC current from the AC power
supply to convert the AC current to a DC output to power the
switch control component, the microprocessor, and the con-
trol signal detection circuitry. The microprocessor is opera-
tively connected to the control input of the switch control
component for providing the control instructions and is also
connected to the control signal detection circuitry and respon-
sive to instructions received from the control signal detection
circuitry. The switch control component controls current sup-
ply from the AC power supply to the load in accordance with
control instructions from the microprocessor.

In yet another aspect of the invention, there is provided a
method of operating a control switch device for connection
between an AC power supply and a load to be controlled by
the control switch device. The control switch device includes
a switch control component for control current supply from
the AC power supply to the load, the switch control compo-
nent being controlled by a microprocessor configured for
decoding a control signal received by a wireless receiver from
a remote control operated by a user. The method includes the
steps of: alternating operation of the wireless receiver in at
least two current consumption modes; detecting for a pre-
amble of the control signal when the wireless receiver oper-
ates in a higher current consumption mode; upon detection of
the preamble, placing the wireless receiver in the higher cur-
rent consumption mode and continuing detection for remain-
ing portions of the control signal, forwarding detected control
signal to the microprocessor for decoding, the microproces-
sor sending a control instruction to the switch control com-
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ponent to alter switching state of the switch control compo-
nent to control the current supply from the AC power supply
to the load.

As a feature of this aspect of the invention, the micropro-
cessor is configured to operate in at least two current con-
sumption modes and the method further includes the steps of
placing the microprocessor in a lower current consumption
mode prior to detecting the preamble and placing the micro-
processor in a higher current consumption mode upon the
wireless signal receiver detecting the preamble.

In other aspects the invention provides various combina-
tions and subsets of the aspects described above and other
features and aspects.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

For the purposes of description, but not of limitation, the
foregoing and other aspects of the invention are explained in
greater detail with reference to the accompanying drawings,
in which:

FIG. 1 is an illustration of a typical prior art wall switch,
installed in most buildings;

FIG. 2is ablock diagram of'a control switch device accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 shows a typical prior art transmission protocol;

FIG. 4a shows a transmission protocol with a preamble;

FIG. 4b shows the receiver operating in polling mode;

FIG. 4c illustrates a wireless receiver receiving multiple
preamble bits when awaken and therefore staying awake to
decode the rest of the signal; and

FIG. 5 is a schematic of a control switch device according
to an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The description which follows and the embodiments
described therein are provided by way of illustration of an
example, or examples, of particular embodiments of the prin-
ciples of the present invention. These examples are provided
for the purposes of explanation, and not limitation, of those
principles and of the invention. In the description which fol-
lows, like parts are marked throughout the specification and
the drawings with the same respective reference numerals.

The present invention relates to a low current consumption
electrical control switch and method related thereto. In gen-
eral terms, there is provided a very low power switching
circuit that is adapted to be used to switch loads such as
building lighting circuits and HVAC circuits. According to
one embodiment, there is provided an apparatus and method
of operating a control switch device by having a switch con-
trol component, such as a triac switch control, to switch on
and off different types of load and to control power output
level of the controlled load. The switch control component is
controlled by a microcontroller or microprocessor. The con-
trol switch device minimizes its operating current by reducing
current consumption of the microcontroller. The control
switch device can be controlled wirelessly and includes a
wireless signal receiver, such as a radio frequency (RF)
receiver, to monitor, detect and receive wireless control sig-
nals. The energy consumption of the RF receiver is mini-
mized by placing it in a low energy consumption mode, such
as sleep mode, and activating it only periodically to monitor
presence of a special preamble of control signal. Upon detec-
tion of the preamble, the wireless signal receiver and the
microprocessor operates in full power mode or a higher cur-
rent mode to process and receive remaining portion of control
signal. To further reduce its total current consumption, the
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control switch device converts power from a high AC voltage
of'the power supply to a DC voltage at a much lower voltage
by taking advantage of a switching mode power supply
(SMPS).

FIG. 1 is an illustration of a typical conventional wall
switch installed in most buildings. It consists of a conven-
tional switch 101 having two ends, with one end connected to
a live terminal 103 of AC power supply and the other end
connected to a load, in this instance, a light bulb 105. Neutral
107 is connected to the other side of the load and is not located
inside the wall switch box. Most electrical systems include an
earth ground connection 109 to the wall switch box contain-
ing the switch 101, mainly for safety considerations and to
satisfy electrical code requirements.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
wall switch 101 is replaced by a control switch device, such as
a wall switch module. The control switch device has a very
low power consuming control circuit and a rectifier network,
connected between the live and load terminals, for converting
the AC electrical power to a DC electrical power supply that
powers the control circuit, which typically includes a micro-
processor, signal receiver, and input and output user inter-
faces. Current flows from a live terminal 101 through a
switching control element, controlled by the microprocessor,
and a load, then to the neutral terminal 107. To keep the load
practically in an off state, the amount of current flowing
through the control switch device and the load is kept below
athreshold value, so that the load is not sufficiently energized.
As an example, a typical CFL may start flickering when the
current flowing through it exceeds 200 pA. Therefore, for a
control switch device to work correctly with such a CFL, the
amount of current flowing through the control switch device
and the load should not exceed 200 pA. This helps determine
a threshold current. It is understood that this threshold may
vary with different types of load. A current below the thresh-
old current value will be used for the operation of the micro-
processor, receiver, input interface such as circuitry con-
nected to switch buttons, and output interface elements such
as LED indicators used to display the status of the control
switch device. Typical total current consumption for the
operation of these elements tends to be above 5 mA. This
consumed current is drawn from the AC current flowing
through the load. In order to keep the current consumption
below the threshold current, it is important to control the
source of the incoming current as well as the consumed cur-
rent as explained below.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a control switch device 201.
The external wiring to control switch device 201 may be
identical to the wiring to the conventional wall switch 101
with one end of the control switch device connected to the live
terminal 103 of AC power supply and the other end connected
to the load, such as light bulb 105. This facilitates easy sub-
stitution of the control switch device 201 for the conventional
wall switch 101.

Control switch device 201 includes several components.
They are, but not necessarily limited to, DC power supply
such as a switching mode power supply (SMPS) 203, control
signal receiver such as RF receiver 205, control processor
such as microprocessor 207, user interface 209 and a switch
control component, such as triac control 211.

The DC power supply, in this case, SMPS, is connected
between the live terminal and the load, thus is able to convert
the power supply AC voltage to a DC output with low voltage
but higher current I,,. In other words, the DC power supply
draws an AC current from the AC power supply to convert the
AC current to the DC output. The DC output is to power the
RF receiver 205, the microprocessor 207, the triac control
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211, energy consumption portion of user interface 211,
among others. The circuitry of control switch device 201 will
need to operate with this current I,.. Control signals can be
received either through the wireless control signal receiver
205 or through control buttons provided on user interface 209.
Both mechanisms provide a control signal receiving and
detection circuitry to receive and detect user control signals
and for forwarding the control signal to microprocessor for
further processing. RF receiver 205 is used to receive wireless
control signals from a remote control (not shown) operated by
auser, so the load controlled by control switch device 201 can
be controlled wirelessly. To control the current conducted
through the load, a switch control component such as a triac
control 211 is provided and also connected between the load
and the live terminal of the AC power supply. The operation or
switching state of triac control 211 is controlled by micropro-
cessor 207, through a control input such as gate terminal
connection 213. Based on control signal received through the
control signal receiving and detection circuitry, microproces-
sor 207 provides the corresponding control instructions to the
switch control component, such as a triggering voltage at a
particular phase angle to control and alter the switching state
of triac control 211. Controlling and altering the switching
state of triac control 211 results in control of current flowing
through the load from the AC power supply, thus enabling
adjusting a load’s power output level or its switching on and
off. In addition to controlling a load wirelessly, user interface
209 may be used to manipulate or control microprocessor 207
directly to control the load and to control level of power
output by the load. A user can use switch buttons provided by
user interface 209 to provide the control signal. Microproces-
sor 207 is configured to monitor and respond to control com-
mands entered by a user through user interface 209. Micro-
processor 207 is also configured to control and manage all
other operations, including decoding wireless signals, con-
trolling operation of RF receiver 205, programming another
remote control, among others. User interface may also be
used to control the operation of the switch, such as to activate
the switch device, to control state indicators such as LEDs, or
to direct the microprocessor to program another remote con-
trol by pressing a “LLEARN” button (see FIG. 5).

As mentioned, a control switch device that includes a triac
component, a microprocessor, user interface components and
other circuitry consumes energy but must draw the required
current from an AC current that also flows through the con-
trolled load. Certain minimum DC current, therefore AC cur-
rent which is converted to the required DC current, must be
drawn from the AC power supply. This current must be kept
below a threshold value in a standby mode, i.e., when the
controlled load is in an off state. Often, the required DC
current is such that the controlled load, for example, a CLF,
may not be stably kept in an “off” state. It is realized by the
inventors that not all energy consuming components need to
be powered at 100% of the operating current and at all times
in order to keep the control switch device in normal operating
condition. For example, it is recognized by the inventors that
the wireless receiver tends to consume relatively significant
amount of current if kept on all the time. However, the
receiver does not need to stay on all the time. It is possible to
reduce current consumption of RF receiver, and therefore the
wireless control switch device, by keeping the receiver oper-
ating only when there is incoming signal. For example, the
receiver may be placed in polling operation. During polling
operation, the receiver will only operate once in a while, with
a predefined operation ratio. To inform the receiver of an
incoming signal, a preamble can be built into a transmission
protocol. A preamble is a unique identifying signal pattern,
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encoded with a specific data format. When a receiver is turned
on, it looks for this preamble. A receiver is turned on and stays
on when the preamble is detected, so that it can receive and
decode the rest of the data. At other times, the receiver may be
turned off or placed in low current consumption mode to save
power and will wait till the next operation cycle. Thus, the
receiver alternates between a high current consumption mode
and a low current consumption mode (or is turned off) and is
in high current consumption made only for a brief period or
when the preamble is being detected. By doing so, the overall
current consumption may be reduced based on the operation
ratio.

Another element that draws current is the microprocessor.
The role of the microprocessor is similar to the receiver. It is
often believed that the microprocessor needs to be operating
at full speed at all times and is often so configured, which
leads to high current consumption. To reduce the current
consumption, the microprocessor can be placed in sleep mode
or operate at a much slower clock speed during standby
operation. To use the consumed energy efficiently, it is only
woken up by the signal receiver when a valid signal is
received (i.e., when the presence of preamble is detected) or
when a user tries to activate the wall switch by pressing a
switch button, i.e., it runs at full speed only when it receives
expected wireless signal from the receiver or when a user
activates the wall switch. The microprocessor is running at
slower speed or in sleep mode at other times. Thus, the micro-
processor also alternates between a higher current consump-
tion mode and a lower current consumption mode and oper-
ates in higher current consumption mode only when needed.
As a result, the overall current consumption can be reduced
significantly.

In addition to controlling DC current consumption, it is
recognized by the inventors that total AC current consump-
tion can be reduced as compared to existing devices without
negatively affecting the normal operation of a control switch
device. One possible source of reduction is from increased
conversion efficiency of converting from AC current to DC
current. Switching mode power supply (SMPS) is used to
convert the incoming energy from a relatively high voltage
and low current AC source to a low voltage high current DC
source. The incoming voltage is rated at the AC line voltage,
which is 120 VAC in North America. As mentioned, 200 pA
can be drawn from the AC line without any impact to the
load’s operation. Therefore, the incoming energy would be
120 VAC at 200 pA. Operating voltage for the wall switch can
be as low as 3V. By converting the voltage from 120V to 3V,
the current can be increased by the same ratio (or about same
if taking into account conversion efficiency). An SMPS tends
to have a higher conversion efficiency and is thus suitable for
use as a DC power supply for the control switch device.

A control switch device that includes these design elements
tends to have a low operating current consumption but still
meet normal operation requirements. The following explains
how such a switch device is further configured and operates.

FIG. 3 shows a typical conventional transmission protocol
301 without a preamble. This is for encoding a control signal
generated and transmitted by a remote control or remote
transmitter. A data signal usually consists of 2 bit types, one
represents logical high 303, or bit 1, and one represents logi-
cal low 305 or bit 0. One complete data signal consists of
multiple bits. These bits may include sync bit 307 to inform
the receiver of the start of the data signal, transmitter’s iden-
tity bit 309, function bits of the data signal 311, such as turn
lights on or off or dim its brightness, device type bit 313 as
well as check sum bit 315 for verification etc. To detect or
monitor data signal encoded according to transmission pro-
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tocol 301, the receiver needs to be on all the times in order to
receive this signal. Once the signal is received, microproces-
sor will decode this signal to see whether further action needs
to be taken according to the function bits 311.

FIG. 4a shows a transmission protocol 403 with a preamble
401. Comparing to a transmission protocol without preamble
401, transmission protocol 403 is relatively longer with bits
405 (preamble bits) added at the beginning of the transmis-
sion protocol. The preamble bits may be a series of alternating
logical high and low bits, with pre-selected, fixed durations.
These preamble bits are used as indication to wake up the
receiver and enable the receiver to operate in polling mode.
Polling mode here refers to an on/off cycle of the receiver in
which most of the time the receiver is in an off state in order
to reduce overall current consumption and is only turned on,
i.e., awake, briefly during the cycle. The receiver is config-
ured to detect the presence of the preamble bits when the
receiver is awake. If preamble bits are received, it will con-
tinue to operate in order to receive the rest of the transmission
protocol. If no preamble bits are received, it returns to sleep
mode in order to save power.

FIG. 4b shows one specific example of the receiver oper-
ating in polling mode to illustrate this. During operation, a
receiver may draw a current of about 5 mA. When in sleep
mode, the current consumption may be less than 0.1 mA. In
this example, receiver operates for 10 milliseconds (wakes up
for 10 ms) and then it will stop operating for 80 ms (sleeps for
80 ms), to reduce the overall current consumption. Here, the
duty cycle is 1:8. The current consumption is around % of the
total operating current when operating all the time. In order to
ensure the receiver canreceive the preamble while it is awake,
the preamble bits must be long enough to cover the whole
duty cycle, i.e. 10 ms+80 ms=90 ms. For a preamble in the
transmission protocol that is 100 ms long, i.e., longer than 90
ms, the receiver is able to receive at least a portion of the
preamble bits when it is awake. To avoid falsely woken up by
radio frequency noises in surrounding environment, the
receiver may be configured to require certain specific require-
ments be met before it will stay on. For example, it may
require that certain number of consecutive preamble bits must
be received in order to wake up the receiver. This requires the
receiver to be on sufficiently long during each duty cycle so
that a pre-determined number of consecutive preamble bits
(e.g., 3) may be detected when the receiver is awake. This
avoids the receiver to be woken up by signals other than the
preamble bits. FIG. 4¢ illustrates when the receiver is awake
at time A, it receives multiple preamble bits. As a result, the
receiver stays awaketo decode the rest of the signal, instead of
returning to sleep mode at time B.

As noted, besides the receiver, it is recognized by the
inventors that microprocessor may be another element that
draws significant current but normal operation of the control
switch device may be possible with its total current consump-
tion reduced. The functions of the microprocessor include: 1)
decode radio signal so when a remote control is activated, it
can respond accordingly, 2) control the load, e.g., to control
output power level of the load or to turn it on or off, 3) respond
to user manipulation of user interface, such as its buttons, so
when a user tries to activate the control switch device directly
through the user interface, it can respond to that action. There-
fore, when the wall switch device is in standby mode, it
should be ready to respond to control signal received wire-
lessly and control signal from its user interface buttons. Typi-
cally, no other actions need to be performed in standby mode.
In order to save power, the microprocessor can run at a much
slower clock frequency, or even go into sleep mode during
standby. By running at a slower clock (operating) frequency,



US 9,343,990 B2

9

the current consumption can be significantly reduced. For
example, some typical operating frequency of a microproces-
sor for this type of application runs at 8 MHz to 16 MHz. This
is the usual clock frequency that is used during full operation.
When the unit is in standby mode, it is only expecting RF
signal and wall switch button signals. Therefore, a much
slower sub-clock frequency can be used for monitoring these
input signals. The microprocessor can run at full speed when
the receiver receives expected preamble bits or detects a wall
switch button signal. In addition to running at slower clock,
microprocessor can also be put into sleep mode, and be woken
up by specific inputs. For example, it can be woken up if the
receiver receives valid preamble bits, or when the wall switch
button is pressed by the user.

FIG. 5 is a schematic of a control switch device 500 accord-
ing to another embodiment. The control switch device has a
live terminal 501 and a load terminal 503, for replacing a
conventional switch connected to AC power supply. Typi-
cally, household AC power supply is rated at 110V AC in
some countries, 220V AC in other countries, and some other
rated voltage at yet other countries or in other applications.
Forthis example, it is assumed that the maximum current flow
of 200 pA is measured at 110V AC, meaning the maximum
power drawn is 110V times 200 pA, that is 0.22 W. This is the
maximum power which can be drawn from the AC line with-
out any negative impact to the load. This AC current is con-
verted by a DC power supply 507 to a low voltage DC current.
As mentioned, this power drawn from the AC line is used for
operating a wireless signal receiver 511 and microprocessor
513. These devices operate at a low DC voltage, typically at
3.3 VDC. A switch mode power supply can be used to convert
the high voltage and low current AC inputto a low voltage and
high current DC output suitable for operating the wireless
signal receiver 511 and the microprocessor 513. Assuming
there is no loss, the maximum output current at low voltage
such as 3.8 VDC will be 110Vx200 pA/3.8V=5.8 mA.
Assuming the efficiency of the switching mode power supply
is 70%, the output current is at around 4 mA. This is usually
adequate for operating the receiver 511 and microprocessor
513. This voltage may be further regulated by a voltage regu-
lator 509 to a more stable 3.3 VDC output, which will then be
supplied to the rest of the circuitry, including the receiver 511
and microprocessor 513. In addition, other components of the
control switch device, such as LEDs 515 of user interface,
also draw current from this DC output.

Referring to FIG. 5, microprocessor 513 may be pro-
grammed to control the operation of receiver 511, in particu-
lar, to operate the receiver in polling mode. This may be
achieved by sending a control signal to the receiver over
SCLK line to wake up the receiver periodically. The receiver
511 monitors and receives any wireless control signal when
awake. Wireless control signals 403 received by the receiver
511 are forwarded to the microprocessor 513 over a data link
such as DIO line (data input output pin) for processing and
decoding. When the expected preamble is detected, both the
microprocessor and the receiver will be switched to full
power mode to detect and process the remaining data bits of
the control signal. Initial detection for the preamble 403 may
be performed by the receiver 511, upon detection of which,
the receiver will remain on and the microprocessor will be
kept at full power mode. Alternatively, only clock signals are
sent to the receiver over SCLK line and the receiver 511 itself
is programmed to operate in polling mode utilizing the clock
signal (e.g., wake up every 8 clock signals for a 1:8 duty cycle
polling mode). When awake, the receiver monitors and
detects for presence of the preamble. The receiver is config-
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ured to remain on and to cause the microprocessor 513 run-
ning at full speed upon detection of the expected preamble.

Control data signals received by the receiver is processed
and decoded by the microprocessor. If the control data
includes user command to adjust power output level, for
example, to dim the light, or to switch on or off the load, a
control instruction is provided to the triac control through an
electrical connection 517 between the microprocessor 513
and the triac control 505. For a triac control, the control
instructions may be a state altering voltage that is used to alter
the switching state of the triac control, thus controlling the
current flowing through the load.

As shown in FIG. 5, a user may also operate an on/off
switch 523 provided on the casing or face plate (not shown) of
the switch device to adjust the brightness of a CFL or to
switch it on or off. A LEARN button 525 is also provided to
enable a user to operate the LEARN button to program
another remote control. These additional control buttons of
user interface enable direct control of the control switch
device, in addition to using a remote control.

As will be appreciated, although a switch control device is
described with reference to one that includes a wireless signal
receiver, a switch control device does not always require to be
operated wirelessly. For example, a wall switch device may
not have a wireless receiver 511 like the wall switch device
depicted in FIG. 5 but is otherwise identical thereto. A user
operates a wall switch device of such an alternative embodi-
ment directly using the switch control buttons provided by the
user interface. For example, a user may operate directly an
on/off switch 523 provided on the casing or face plate (not
shown) of the switch device to adjust the brightness of a load
such as a CFL or to switch it on or off. The microprocessor is
still put into sleep mode or running at a slower clock fre-
quency when the switch is in standby mode, to reduce energy
and therefore current consumption. Similarly, the micropro-
cessor of such a control switch is also configured, i.e., pro-
grammed, to wake up or operate at full speed when a user
presses the on/off switch.

Various embodiments of the invention have now been
described in detail. Those skilled in the art will appreciate that
numerous modifications, adaptations and variations may be
made to the embodiments without departing from the scope
of the invention. Since changes in and or additions to the
above-described embodiments may be made without depart-
ing from the nature, or scope of the invention, the invention is
not to be limited to those details but only by the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A control switch device for connection between an alter-
nating current (AC) power supply and a load to be controlled
by said control switch device, said control switch device
comprising:

a switch control component, said switch control compo-
nent having a control input for receiving control instruc-
tions to alter switching state of said switch control com-
ponent to control current supply from said AC power
supply to the load,

a microprocessor, said microprocessor being operatively
connected to said control input of said switch control
component for providing said control instructions,

a wireless signal receiver for receiving a control signal,
said control signal consisting of a preamble portion and
a message portion, said preamble consisting of a data
pattern, free of said control instructions, said message
portion consisting of pre-arranged data bits encoded
with one or more said control instructions, said wireless
signal receiver being configured to alternate between at
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least two current consumption modes and to remain in a
higher current consumption mode of said at least two
current consumption modes for receiving remainder of
said control signal upon detection of said data pattern of
said preamble in said higher current consumption mode,
and

a direct current (DC) power supply connected between the
AC power supply and the load, said DC power supply
drawing from said AC power supply an AC current that
passes through the load and converting said AC current
to a DC output to power said wireless signal receiver,
said microprocessor and said switch control component,
said AC current being below a pre-configured threshold
value when said switch control component is in an off
switching state.

2. The control switch device of claim 1, wherein said
microprocessor is configured to operate in at least two current
consumption modes and is configured to be placed in a higher
current consumption mode for processing the remainder of
said control signal upon said wireless signal receiver detect-
ing said preamble.

3. The control switch device of claim 1, wherein said
microprocessor is configured to place said wireless signal
receiver in a lower current consumption mode and periodi-
cally switch said wireless signal receiver to a higher current
consumption mode for a duration sufficiently long to detect
presence of said preamble.

4. The control switch device of claim 1, wherein said DC
power supply is a switching mode power supply.

5. The control switch device of claim 1, wherein said con-
trol component comprises a triac switch component and said
control instruction is a state altering voltage.

6. The control switch device of claim 1, wherein said wire-
less signal receiver is a radio frequency receiver.

7. A control switch device for connection between an alter-
nating current (AC) power supply and a load to be controlled
by said control switch device, said control switch device
comprising:

a switch control component, said switch control compo-
nent having a control input for receiving control instruc-
tions to alter switching state of said switch control com-
ponent to control current supply from said AC power
supply to the load,

a user interface having user input elements for receiving
user activation instructions that include said control
instructions and output elements for indicating opera-
tion status of the control switch device,

a microprocessor, said microprocessor being operatively
connected to said control input of said switch control
component for providing said control instructions to
alter the switching state of said switch control compo-
nent, said microprocessor being connected to and
responsive to instructions received from the user inter-
face, said microprocessor being configured to operate in
at least two current consumption modes and being con-
figured to operate in a higher current consumption mode
upon receiving any control instructions from said user
interface, a wireless signal receiver for receiving a con-
trol signal, said control signal consisting of a preamble
portion consisting of a data pattern, free of said control
instructions, and a message portion consisting of pre-
arranged data bits encoded with one or more said control
instructions, said wireless signal receiver being config-
ured to alternate between at least two current consump-
tion modes, not to receive the control signal when in a
lower current consumption mode of said at least two
current consumption modes, and to detect said preamble
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in a higher current consumption mode of said at least two
current consumption modes and to remain in the higher
current consumption mode of said at least two current
consumption modes upon detection of said data pattern
of said preamble to receive remainder of the control
signal, and said microprocessor being configured to
decode said control signal and to operate in the higher
current consumption mode of the microprocessor upon
detecting said preamble; and

a direct current (DC) power supply connected between the

AC power supply and the load, said DC power supply
drawing from said AC power supply an AC current and
converting said AC current to a DC output to power said
switch control component, said microprocessor, and
said user interface, said AC current being below a pre-
configured threshold value when said switch control
component is in an off switching state.

8. The control switch device of claim 7, wherein said DC
power supply is a switching mode power supply.

9. The control switch device of claim 7, wherein said con-
trol component comprises a triac switch component and said
control instruction is a state altering voltage.

10. The control switch device of claim 7, wherein said user
interface comprises at least one user input button.

11. The control switch device of claim 7 wherein the micro-
processor is configured to provide said control instructions
decoded from said control signal to said switch control com-
ponent.

12. The control switch device of claim 7 wherein the wire-
less signal receiver is a radio frequency signal receiver.

13. A method of operating a control switch device for
connection between an alternating current (AC) power supply
and a load to be controlled by said control switch device, said
control switch device comprising a switch control component
for control current supply from said AC power supply to the
load, said switch control component being controlled by a
microprocessor configured for decoding a control signal
received by a wireless receiver from a remote control oper-
ated by a user, said control signal comprising a message
portion consisting of pre-arranged data bits encoded with a
control instruction to alter the switching state of the switch
control component and a preamble preceding the message
portion, the preamble consisting of a data pattern, free of any
control instructions, the method comprising:

drawing from said AC power supply an AC current that

passes through the load and that is below a pre-config-
ured threshold value when said switch control compo-
nent is in an off switching state, and converting the AC
current to a DC output to power said switch control
component, said microprocessor, and said user inter-
face,

alternating operation of the wireless receiver in at least two

current consumption modes,

detecting for the data pattern of the preamble of the control

signal when the wireless receiver operates in a higher
current consumption mode,

upon detection of the data pattern of the preamble,

placing the wireless receiver in the higher current con-
sumption mode and continuing detection for remain-
der of the control signal,

forwarding detected control signal to the microproces-
sor for decoding the control instructions,

the microprocessor sending the control instructions to
the switch control component to alter switching state
of'the switch control component to control the current
supply from said AC power supply to the load.
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14. The method of claim 13, wherein the microprocessor is
configured to operate in at least two current consumption
modes, the method further comprising:

placing the microprocessor in a lower current consumption

mode prior to detecting said preamble and placing the
microprocessor in a higher current consumption mode
upon said wireless signal receiver detecting said pre-
amble.

15. The control switch device of claim 1, wherein the
wireless signal receiver is configured not to receive the con-
trol signal when in the lower current consumption mode, and
to detect said preamble in the higher current consumption
mode and to remain in said higher current consumption mode
for receiving the remainder of the control signal upon detec-
tion of said preamble to receive the control signal.
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